WHAT    THE    PEOPtE    DID    NOT    KNOW

advisers. The latter realising what was happening,
managed to make their visits to the General Staffs less
frequent. I would like to add that, after the fall of
Catalonia, the "friendly advisers" were totally prohibited
from everything to do with military operations, though
they did not cease to function in other activities.

In the organisation of the People's Army, the greatest
error was committed when the Spanish High Command
accepted the advice of the Russian advisers with respect
to the organisation of the tactical units.

As a principle in the formation of the Mixed Brigades,
an exotic organism was introduced which might be called
the '"little great unit". This type of tactical and adminis-
trative Unit does not exist in any regular army, for the
simple reason that its composition is absurd; four batta-
lions, one squadron of Cavalry, one Anti-Tank Battery,
one Company of Hospital and Health Service, one Com-
pany of Communications, one Company of Sappers and
Miners, one Company of Supplies, one Munitions Section,
one Motor Section, one Anti-Gas Group and one Company
of Reinforcements. It comprised 3,700 men; its arma-
ments consisted of 1,960 rifles, 32 machine-gun rifles and
24 machine-guns. Naturally, at the end of the war, the
Central Army, for example, had 250,000 men, and only
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